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Gobion Fawr Community Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday 19th October 2026 at 7pm
Llanfair Kilgeddin Village Hall

Llangattock N.U             Julian Tod 	                          Llanvapley                        Pat Bolwell
	                        Chair Caron Parry	        Llanddewi Rhydderch    Debbie Gaines
                                          Jemma Jones                                                                          Helen Alford
Llanfair Kilgeddin           Stephen Williams                       	Clerk                                  Kate Burdge 
[bookmark: _Hlk198639818]Present: Chair Tod, Cllr Williams, Cllr Alford, Cllr Parry, Cllr Jones, C. Cllr Neill, Clerk Burdge 
Apologies: Cllr Bolwell, Cllr Gaines 
Declaration of interest: None
Members of the public present: None
Minutes of the last meeting: Cllr Williams proposed; Cllr Alford seconded. 
86/100: CCTV in Village Halls: ​It was noted that at the previous meeting, councillors highlighted the presence of CCTV at Llanvapley Village Hall in the main meeting area used by local community groups. Chair Tod expressed dissatisfaction with meetings being recorded and reiterated that CCTV is unnecessary in main areas. In line with licensing rules, a formal request was made to ensure audio recording is disabled, along with a request for demonstration or guarantee that no audio is captured. It was reconfirmed that the Community Council (CC) does not wish to have their meetings recorded.
87/100: ​School Transport and Bus Stop Facilities: C. Cllr Neill reported on school transport safety, explaining that while children must be seated on MCC-commissioned buses, standing is currently permitted on commercial routes, and suggested that an exception should be made during school hours to ensure all students are seated. Regarding local transport facilities, it was reported that Llanvapley students have been instructed to wait at the Red Hart, which is private property. Chair Tod noted that Henry Tenassun / Pontypool Park Estate owns the bus stop and suggested writing to Pontypool Park Estate to request reopening the bus stop and to ask if there are any objections to removing the blocks, noting that the Community Council would cover any maintenance costs and insure the bus stop as an asset.
Local Matters Arising
​88/100:  Great House Solar Community Benefit Fund: Prior to the meeting, the Clerk and Cllr Williams met with Lisa Wilson from EE, who informed them that while the physical asset of the Penpergwm solar site is up for sale, the operations and management of the site will not be sold; consequently, Lisa Wilson will remain the main point of contact for all Community Benefit Funding. Lisa detailed that under the proposed scheme, the Community Council (CC) would receive all applications and evaluate them using a scoring system to produce a list of preferred applications while filtering out non-preferred submissions, with EE retaining the ultimate decision-making authority on grant allocations. The CC reconfirmed that the geographical boundary for all eligible applications remains strictly limited to the Gobion Fawr ward only.
​Regarding the funding structure, it was noted that the management function will remain as established, although the grid connection date for the solar site has been delayed until December. EE requires the CC to sign a contract for a £78,000 one-off community benefit payment, with a draft contract outlining the council's responsibilities supplied for a two-month review period. Cllr Williams advised that the CC should not publicise the fund or engage with local community groups until the contract is formally received to prevent a influx of premature applications. Chair Tod suggested that former Clerk to Gobion Fawr CC, Hugh Candler (a retired lawyer), be requested to review the contract upon receipt to ensure there are no hidden costs or liabilities for the CC, and if necessary, to consult with a legal team should any terms raise concern.
Correspondence:
89/100: Audit Wales Completion Report: Prior to the meeting Gobion Fawr Community Council had received a qualified opinion for its accounts prepared for 2025-2026. The Council noted the comments made by Audit Wales regarding the Annual Governance Statement, in which Audit Wales stated that it was unable to conclude whether the Statement was consistent with the Council’s internal controls and governance arrangements for the year. This conclusion was based on the assertion that the Council had not operated PAYE as required under the Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 (HMRC). The Council wishes to place on record that it has been operating HMRC PAYE and ensuring that all relevant liabilities have been paid through its appointed accountants, Dorrell’s. In view of these arrangements, the Council considers the conclusion reached by Audit Wales to be unjust and does not believe that it accurately reflects the actions taken by the Council to meet its PAYE obligations. 
90/100: Plota Planning: The Clerk presented an example provided by Plota Data Team, a planning application search service that consolidates planning applications from councils across the UK into a consistent format. The company offered Gobion Fawr Community Council the opportunity to incorporate a live planning application feed into the Council’s existing website. The feed would update automatically, providing residents with access to local planning applications and, where available, associated decisions, without needing to leave the Council’s website. The Clerk noted that the Council’s existing planning website page is updated monthly with upcoming planning applications, whereas the proposed Plota feed would be updated daily and would require no ongoing manual maintenance by the Council. Councillors questioned the company’s funding model and how it intended to generate revenue and remain profitable if no charges were applied to the Council for using the service. Following discussion, Councillors agreed to retain the existing planning page on the Council’s website and not to proceed with the proposed Plota feed at this time.
91/100: Dangerous Driving in Llanddewi Rhydderch: Clerk advised that concerns had been received from a local resident regarding speeding vehicles in the lanes around Llanddewi Rhydderch, particularly Banal Lane (NP7 9TY) and Church Lane. The resident highlighted that Banal Lane is extremely narrow, with limited space for pedestrians to move aside when vehicles pass, raising concerns for the safety of pedestrians and horse riders. The resident expressed concern that the speed and volume of traffic, particularly delivery vehicles, may lead to a serious accident. Clerk confirmed that the complaint had been forwarded to Monmouthshire County Council (MCC). MCC responded that, as the request related to the installation of new road signs, the matter had been referred to its Traffic Department for consideration. The matter was noted, pending a further response from MCC.
Policy Updates: 
92/100: Action Log: Clerk confirmed that the Action Log continues to be monitored and updated regularly. All complaints received are recorded on the log and updated accordingly once feedback or responses have been received from the relevant authorities or organisations.
         
Reports: 		
93/100: Neighbourhood Policing Report for September 2026: The report is yet to be received. Clerk to circulate once received. C. Cllr Neill reported that a meeting had taken place earlier in the month with the Chief Constable of Gwent Police, during which it was indicated that, due to resource constraints, lower prioritisation would be given to routine community issues, including littering, dog fouling, parking and speeding. Councillors expressed significant disappointment at this position, noting that these issues account for a substantial proportion of complaints received by the Community Council from local residents. It was suggested that a formal letter be sent to the Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner to express the Council’s concerns regarding the reduced prioritisation of these matters.
Chair Tod further reported that, following a burglary of a quad in the Hendre, the suspects were chased by a local resident in Llanvapley, and the stolen quad bike was subsequently abandoned
in a local lane. Concern was expressed that this incident had occurred and was reported to the police and the resident followed the cloned car that the masked suspects were driving and the
police failed to investigate the situation despite the resident following them for approximately 20 minutes around residential areas in Abergavenny and Brynmawr and villages in between
without the presence of local police officers attending whilst the resident was permanently on his hands-free phone to the call centre giving a live accurate location
The report was noted, and the proposal to write to the Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner was raised for further action.


Updates and Other Information
94/100: Llanvair Cross Speeding Response: Clerk confirmed that, following the discussion at the September meeting, no response had yet been received from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) regarding the Council’s previous correspondence on the traffic report and local residents’ concerns. C. Cllr Neill agreed to review the matter and raise it with MCC again. The Clerk agreed to share a copy of the original response submitted to MCC to assist C. Cllr Neill with the follow-up.

95/100: Great House Solar Site Noise Concerns: Cllr Alford confirmed that, following the complaint raised with Simon Bohan (EE) regarding noise from the Great House Solar Site, the noise had ceased and the issue was considered resolved. The update was noted by the Council.

96/100: Community Infra-structure Projects: The Clerk provided an update on the community infrastructure projects. It was noted that, following agreement at the previous meeting, Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) had approved the repair of the community bench at Llanddewi Rhydderch Playground, and the work had been added to the repair schedule. Regarding Bryn Playground, the Clerk confirmed that contact had been made with MCC, which clarified that the site was leased by the Community Council from MCC. The Clerk had subsequently submitted the Playsafety inspection report for consideration, and MCC had agreed to review the report and provide a quotation for the recommended repairs. Clerk to contact MCC for an update on the review and the anticipated quotation for the Bryn Playground repairs.

Planning:     
97/100: DM/2026/001191 Duffryn Farm, Llanvapley: No objections
Any Other Business: 
98/100: Chainbridge Closure – Project Update: C. Cllr Neill confirmed that a project manager had been appointed to oversee the repair works to Chainbridge and that ongoing communication had indicated a proposed start date of April/May 2027. The current intention is for the bridge to remain open throughout the repair works, with closures implemented only where necessary. The project manager had also indicated that the landslip on Thornbury Road, which occurred last year, would be considered for remedial work during the early stages of the repair project. The update was noted by the Council.
99/100: Remembrance Wreaths: Clerk confirmed that potential options for ordering remembrance wreaths had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting for presentation at local community remembrance services. Llanddewi Rhydderch had confirmed that one remembrance wreath was required for the church service on 9 November. The Clerk had asked Councillors to confirm whether any additional wreaths were required, noting that orders would need to be placed before 23 October to guarantee delivery. Following discussion, Councillors agreed to purchase the wreath from the Royal British Legion at an estimated cost of £23, plus delivery charges. Clerk to place the order for one remembrance wreath from the Royal British Legion before the deadline to ensure delivery in time for the service.
100/103: Llanvair Solar Site Update: Cllr Williams provided an update on the proposed solar development at Llanvair Cross. Advising that, following a Freedom of Information (FOI) request on 27 March, information received from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) indicated that the site might not be suitable for solar panels due to ecological considerations.  
Cllr Williams noted that no further communication had been received by the Community Council or MCC since that time. He advised that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was now underway at the site and that he would await a further update from ILOS Energy.
The Clerk confirmed that ILOS Energy had been contacted again for an update but had advised that there was no further information available to share with the Community Council at this time.
The update was noted, and the Council agreed to await further information from ILOS Energy.

Finances:                                
100/103: Payment of Invoices: 
[bookmark: _Hlk203583369]a). Clerk Salary for September 2026 plus backpay £468.90 (proposed by Cllr Parry; seconded by Cllr Alford). 
b). Merlin Environmental Services for dog waste collection August and September 2026 £39.80 (proposed by Cllr Parry; seconded by Cllr Alford)
c). Llanvapley Sport and social Association for donation towards quilting tables £100.00 (proposed by Cllr Parry; seconded by Cllr Alford).
d). Patricia Bolwell for reimbursement of care costs for September meeting £60.00 (proposed by Cllr Parry; seconded by Cllr Alford).

101/103: Bank reconciliation: Chair Tod approves August bank reconciliation. 
102/103: Budget Review: Clerk presented the budget review for the period July to September 2026, confirming that the Community Council’s expenditure for the quarter totalled £5,302. The total expenditure for the financial year to date, covering April to September 2026, was reported as £7,815 against a projected expenditure of £18,000. Councillors noted the budget position. The Clerk to circulate the budget review document to all Councillors following the meeting.
Date and venue of next meeting: Monday 9th November 2026 at The Bryn Village Hall at 7pm. 
Meeting closes: 8.35pm
All members of the public are welcome to attend meetings. If remote access is required, notify clerk in advance to arrange this.
If any members of the public require to see these minutes in Welsh; please contact the Clerk
info@gobionfawrcommunity.org.uk




image1.png




